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MILITARY EXCURSIONS. 

Not long since, the Beverly Light Infantry on an excursion, visited Ports- 
mouth, in New Hampshire. There they were regaled with a supper and a 
ball, in the armory of a Portsmouth military company. In consequence of 
the carelessness resulting from the dissipations of the evening, the armory 
was set on fire and destroyed in the course of the night, and other buildings, 
furniture and goods were much damaged. 

The loss of property, in this case, and the trouble and alarm of many 
persons who were exposed to, or apprehended injury to their persons or 
property, are among the smaller considerations immediately connected with 
such military movements. The effect upon the morals, habits and character 
of the young is most deplorable. It is well known that the drinking of 
intoxicating liquors, gaming and other vices, are the immediate results, and 
idleness, neglect of business, and extravagance, follow close upon these 
occasions. 

The attention of our State Legislature, ought, without delay, to be given 
to this subject. By an expenditure of more than thirty thousand dollars, 
nearly one moiety of the amount of the State tax this year, we, the people 
of Massachusetts, are giving a bounty towards the support of a system of 
Volunteer Militia, as useless for all the ostensible purposes of a militia 
soldiery, as it is injurious and destructive to morals and character. 

Were the evil confined to the few cities in the State, it would be very 
much less a just ground of complaint ; — but the existence of a volunteer 
military company in a town or village, is sure to injure the morals of the 
place. Encampments, balls, public dinners and suppers, all of these being 
occasions for intemperance, gaming and other gross vices are sure to leave 
a lasting stain behind them. 

The increase of the bounty by the present General Court, from five to six 
dollars to each man who performs the required duty, and making the pay- 
ment to depend upon each training several days, has opened a new source 
of abuse. In most of the companies there are more uniforms and equipments 
than are brought into use by the attendance of the regularly enlisted men. 
When the officers of the company are about marching out of their town, 
and the ranks of the company are from any cause not so full as they desire, 
men are hired to put on the uniform and assume the equipments of the 
absent enlisted men, and to receive the pay allowed by the State for the 
day's service, which is one dollar, one dollar and fifty cents, or two dollars, 
according to the kind of duty performed. The men thus hired with the money 
of the State, are without discipline, and are of that class who are disposed to 
embrace such an occasion of dissipation, from the looseness of their charac- 
ters, and by their conduct contaminate the young and inexperienced with 
whom they are thus temporarily associated. 

The existence of this system of Volunteer Militia may be very fairly said 
to be the sole occasion of the levy of the direct State tax of seventy-five 
thousand dollars for the current year; for, although the bounty will absorb 
only about one half of the amount, yet the State furnishing tents, arms and 
equipments for seven thousand men, and defraying contingent expenses, 
will incur an expenditure nearly equal to the other half. Let each tax 
payer think of this, when he pays his State tax. x. y. 

N. B. We thank our excellent friend for the above suggestions, and we 
trust they will immediately arrest the attention of the community, and lead 
to some decisive action. Ought not our Legislature to be petitioned for the 
repeal of these worse than useless appropriations for military trainings? 
Will not our friends in this and other States, furnish us with such facts 
relative to these trainings as have come within their knowledge ? We are 
collecting facts for a fall exposure of the evil, and would thank our friends 
to aid us by their testimony. 
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